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NEW RESEARCH PROJECT 


The Council on Library Resources has announced the award 
of a grant of $73,800 to the National Library of Medicine 
for the purpose of setting up and administering a research 
project to study methods of improving bibliographic services 
through the use of mechanical equipment. The project, under 
the immediate supervision of Seymour I. Taine, Assistant Li- 
brarian for Indexing at the National Library of Medicine, 
will strive to develop improved methods, incorporating mech- 
anical techniques hitherto unexploited in library practice, 
for the rapid and efficient publication of comprehensive 
periodical indexes in broad subject fields, and to explore 
means for further manipulation of unit citation entries from 
a variety of subject approaches. 

This research project had been under study and prelimi- 
nary investigation at the Library for more than a year. In 
December 1957 a progress report presented to the Library's 
Board of Regents elicited enthusiastic response and support; 
following this, a grant proposal was prepared and submitted 
to the Council early in the year. 

The project will study new composition methods based on 
an integration of photographic and data-processing equipment. 
The system will be built around the Listomatic camera (East- 
man), which photographs one-, two-, and three-line entries 
at high speed to produce a negative suitable for the prepar- 
ation of offset plates. If the project is successful, this 
new system will be utilized to recast the Current List of 
Medical Literature into a radical new format, beginning with 
the issue for January 1960. 








SUMMER HOURS 


Beginning June 30 and until August 30, 1958, the Nation- 
al Library of Medicine will be open to the public each day, 
Monday through Saturday, from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. There will 
be no evening hours of service during the summer months of 
July and August. 
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BOARD OF REGENTS 


The Board of Regents of the National Library of Medicine 
met at the Library on May 9, 1958. Dr. I. S. Ravdin was in 
the chair; members present were Drs. Bibby, Burney, Curran, 
De Bakey, Lyons, Middleton, Mumford, Ogle, Volwiler, Wilson, 

The Board explored in detail the plan for proposed fund- 
ing of Library operations during the fiscal year beginning 
in July 1959, and discussed the program and proposed expend- 
itures of the Current List through 1963. 

The Director reviewed the forthcoming publication Guide 
to Russian Medical Literature and exhibited items represent- 
ing Russian and Western indexing and abstracting services. 

The Board heard a presentation by Robert B. O'Connor, 
Walter H. Kilham, Jr., and Robert M. Beder on architectural 
details of the new building; looked at models and perspec- 
tive drawings of the building and its various floors; dis- 
cussed matters such as facing, fenestration, roof treatment, 
and expressed its approval of the plans as drawn. 








INTERLIBRARY LOAN RULES 


The National Library of Medicine wishes to draw the at- 
tention of all librarians to the fact that beginning in July 
1958 a written signature will be required on each interli- 
brary loan request. Although this has been a requirement 
since September of 1957, the NLM has hitherto been lenient 
in accepting orders which lacked the signature, but the mass 
production methods used to process approximately 75,000 loan 
requests each year at NLM compel rigidity in this rule. 

The signature on the interlibrary loan request is in- 
terpreted as certification that the material is not already 
locally available to the borrower. 

After June 30, 1958, all requests lacking a librarian's 
signature will be returned to the requesting library for 
this necessary signature-certification. 





EXHIBIT AT SMITHSONIAN 


An exhibit prepared by the National Library of Medicine 
is on display in the Smithsonian Institution's Division of 
Medicine and Pharmacy. Entitled "Women Physicians and their 
Hospitals," it is a depiction of four American hospitals and 
their founders: New York Infirmary, founded in 1853 by Drs. 
Elizabeth and Emily Blackwell; Philadelphia Women's Hospi- 
tal, founded in 1861 by Dr. Ann Preston; New England Hospi- 
tal (Boston), founded in 1862 by Dr. Marie Zakrzewska; Mary 
Thompson Hospital (Chicago), founded by Dr. Mary Thompson in 
1865. 
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INOCULATION IN CONNECTICUT 


The Library has recently acquired a small pamphlet, The 
history of inoculation,translated from the French of Charles 
Marie de La Condamine and printed in New Haven, Connecticut, 
in 1773. Of this edition two issues are known -- one with 
the imprint date of 1773 on the title page, and one without 
it. The Library formerly owned both issues, as recorded in 
the second series of the Index-Catalogue and in Evans, Amer- 
ican bibliography, where the SGO copies are the only ones 
located. But at some time in the course of the years’ the 
copy with the printed date disappeared, perhaps during one 
of the many shifts of the collection, and only now has a re- 
placement been obtained. 

What the Library's former copy was like we do not know, 
but the new acquisition wears a pleasant aura of association 
with history in the making. According to Thacher's American 
medical biography, 1828, v. 1, p. 415, this thirty-five-page 
pamphlet was published through the efforts of John Osborn 
(1741-1825) who added an appendix to La Condamine's treatise 
and distributed the result gratis to his friends. Osborn, a 
Middletown physician for more than sixty years, strove vig- 
orously to dispel the prejudices against inoculation which 
were current in Connecticut. The distribution of this pan- 
phlet must have been part of his personal campaign to obtain 
the removal of some of the legal restrictions which hampered 
its practice. 

The “appendix" mentioned by Thacher consists of two 
letters, both unsigned. The first contains a request that 
the writer, along with others, be allowed to undergo inocu- 
lation at the pesthouse in Middletown. The second, dated at 
the end: Middletown, Sept. 14, 1773, was obviously written 
by someone with legal background to whom Osborn had appealed 
for an expert opinion. At the end of this letter in the Li- 
brary's new copy, the initials "J.H." are written in manu- 
script. It is tempting to conjecture that they point as au- 
thor to the Honorable Jabez Hamlin, Deputy from Middletown 
to the General Assembly of Connecticut for sixty-five ses- 
sions, Judge of Probate at Middletown, Chief Judge of Hart- 
ford County, etc., etc., to whom this copy is inscribed on 
the title page by the same hand (Osborn's?) which wrote the 
initials. 

Another link with medical history appears in the name 
"L-Hayward" which is hand-stamped in red on the title page. 
Lemuel Hayward was a Revolutionary War surgeon; in 1778, to- 
gether with John Warren and Isadc Rand, he established a 
smallpox hospital in Brookline, Massachusetts. As a fellow- 
laborer in the field of immunization, he was a logical re- 
cipient of the Osborn pamphlet. 
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LECTURER 


The annual Hale-McMillan Lecture at Nashville's Meharry 
Medical College was delivered on May 8, 1958, by Dr. Michae] 
E. De Bakey, Professor of Surgery and Chairman of the De 
partment of Surgery at Baylor University, Texas, and member 
of the Board of Regents of the National Library of Medicine, 

Dr. De Bakey also gave the Sixth Annual William L. Kel- 
ler Memorial Lecture on "Changing Concepts in Vascular Sur- 
gery" at the Army Surgeon General's Medical Meeting, May 22, 
1958, at Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Washington. 


RUSSIAN MEDICAL LITERATURE 


Public Health Service Publication No. 602, Guide to Rus- 
sian Medical Literature, edited by Scott Adams and Frank B, 
Rogers, is now in press and should be available for distri- 
bution next month. 








VISITOR FROM SCOTLAND 


Dr. A. L. Goodall, Honorary Librarian of the Royal Fae- 
ulty of Physicians and Surgeons in Glasgow, now visiting in 
the United States, addressed staff members of the National 


Library of Medicine on May 16 on the subject"Random Thoughts 
on Libraries and Librarians." 


PUBLICATIONS 


Part II of an article by Dorothy M. Schullian and Frank 
B. Rogers on the history of the National Library of Medicine 
was published in the April issue of Library Quarterly; re- 
prints are available on request to the Director. 

What's New, in its Spring issue (No. 205), contains an 
article entitled "The National Library of Medicine” illus- 
trated with sketches by Dr. Frederick Franck of New York. 
M. D. News Magazine has an article on the Library in its May 
issue. 

An annotated bibliography entitled "Card-form Publica- 
tions in Medicine and Related Fields” has been issued by the 
National Library of Medicine. Copies are available. 








NEW STACKS 


Restacking of several recently rehabilitated basement 
areas will be completed this month at the National Library 
of Medicine. This brings NLM just about to the end of the 
line on utilization of space in its old building. 





~ Use of funds for printing this publication approved by the Director 
of the Bureau of the Budget, March 22, 1957 








